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or manmade disaster; and finally to meet the
technological challenges of bridging the com-
munication divide between different commu-
nications systems used by first responders
within the Department of Homeland Security.

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, | am well aware,
as are many of my colleagues, of the essential
and lifesaving role of communications during a
crisis.

Because the tragedy of September 11,
2001, was compounded by communication
failures among the brave first responders who
entered the burning towers that comprised the
World Trade Center it has been an imperative
of the Homeland Security Committee to ad-
dress first responder communication interoper-
ability challenges.

The number of first responders lost on that
single day was the greatest loss of first re-
sponders at any single event in U.S. History:

343 New York City Fire Department fire-
fighters;

23 New York City Police Department offi-
cers;

37 Port Authority Police Department officers;

15 EMTs; and

3 court officers were casualties of the at-
tacks.

The need for this bill authored by Congress-
man PAYNE is evident.

The City of Houston covers over a 1000
square mile region in Southeast Texas. It has
a night-time population of nearly two million
people, which peaks with over three million
daytime inhabitants.

The city of Houston’s 9-1-1 Emergency
Center manages nearly 9,000 emergency calls
per day. The volume of emergency calls can
easily double during times of inclement weath-
er or special City social/sporting events like
Hurricanes lke in September 2008; and
Katrina as well as Rita, which occurred in
September and October of 2005).

Annually, one out of every ten citizens uses
EMS.

There are over 200,000 EMS incidents in-
volving over 225,000 patients or potential pa-
tients annually. On the average, EMS re-
sponds to a citizen every 3 minutes. Each
EMS response is made by one of 88 City of
Houston EMS vehicles.

In 2013, the City of Houston’s fire Depart-
ment lost Captain EMT Matthew Renaud, En-
gineer Operator EMT Robert Bebee, Fire-
fighter EMT Robert Garner and Probationary
Firefighter Anne Sullivan when they responded
to a hotel fire.

Throughout the history of the Houston Po-
lice Department over 110 officers have lost
their lives in the line of duty.

Each member of the House of Representa-
tives knows of the loss of a first responder
who was going to the aid of those in harm’s
way. This bill will offer additional resources to
the first responders of the Department of
Homeland Security.

The bill amends the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 to include among the responsibilities
of the Under Secretary for Management re-
sponsibilities with respect to policies and di-
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rectives to achieve and maintain interoperable
communications among the components of the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS).

The Under Secretary of Homeland Security
would submit to the House and Senate Home-
land Security Committees a strategy, which
shall be updated as necessary, for achieving
and maintaining interoperable communica-
tions, including for daily operations, planned
events, and emergencies, with corresponding
milestones, that includes:

an assessment of interoperability gaps in
radio communications DHS components, as of
this Act’s enactment date;

information on DHS efforts and activities, in-
cluding current and planned policies, direc-
tives, and training, since November 1, 2012, to
achieve and maintain interoperable commu-
nications, and planned efforts and activities to
achieve and maintain interoperable commu-
nications;

an assessment of obstacles and challenges
to achieving and maintaining interoperable
communications;

information on, and an assessment of, the
adequacy of mechanisms available to the
Under Secretary to enforce and compel com-
pliance with interoperable communications
policies and directives of DHS;

guidance provided to DHS components to
implement interoperable communications poli-
cies and directives;

the total amount of funds expended by DHS
since November 1, 2012, and projected future
expenditures, to achieve interoperable com-
munications; and

dates upon which DHS-wide interoperability
is projected to be achieved for voice, data,
and video communications, respectively, and
interim milestones.

The bill ensures that the Department of
Homeland Security would conduct a survey of
intra-agency efforts or task forces that have
been delegated responsibilities for achieving
and maintaining interoperable communica-
tions, and report on the status of these efforts,
including:

progress on each interim milestone;

information on any policies, directives, guid-
ance, and training established by the Under
Secretary of Homeland Security;

an assessment of the level of compliance,
adoption, and participation among the DHS
components with the policies, directives, guid-
ance, and training established by the Under
Secretary; and

information on any additional resources or
authorities needed by the Under Secretary.

This bill will ensure that the Department of
Homeland Security’s first responders are pre-
pared to meet the challenges of manmade or
natural disasters.

| ask my colleagues to join me in voting in
favor of H.R. 615.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 615, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Interoperable Communications Act that
was introduced by the Congressman PAYNE. |
am proud to join Ranking Member THOMPSON
and Congresswoman BROOKS in cosponsoring
this legislation that will begin to solve a prob-
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lem that continues to plague the Department
of Homeland Security.

This measure was written to address a No-
vember 2012 DHS Office of Inspector General
report, which found that DHS lacks an effec-
tive governance structure to ensure interoper-
able communications among its components.
This is unacceptable, and an issue that should
be fixed, especially after the Department has
been in existence for well over a decade.

Component agencies of the Department of
Homeland Security must be able to commu-
nicate on a daily basis, and particularly in
times of crisis. One of the benefits of have a
Department of Homeland Security should be
that components, including FEMA, ICE, and
CBP, are able to act as one department and
communicate at will.

This bill requires the Department’s Under
Secretary of Management to submit a strategy
to the Committee on Homeland Security on
achieving and maintaining interoperability with-
in the Department.

This measure passed the 113th Congress
on a bipartisan vote and | urge all Members to
join me in supporting this important legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CAR-
TER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 615.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

SOCIAL MEDIA WORKING GROUP
ACT OF 2015

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 623) to amend the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 to au-
thorize the Department of Homeland
Security to establish a social media
working group, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 623

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Social Media
Working Group Act of 2015”°.

SEC. 2. SOCIAL MEDIA WORKING GROUP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title III of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 181 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“SEC. 318. SOCIAL MEDIA WORKING GROUP.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall

establish within the Department a social
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media working group (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Group’).

‘“(b) PURPOSE.—In order to enhance infor-
mation sharing between the Department and
appropriate stakeholders, the Group shall
provide guidance and best practices to the
emergency preparedness and response com-
munity on the use of social media tech-
nologies before, during, and after a terrorist
attack or other emergency.

“(c) MEMBERSHIP.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary for
Science and Technology shall serve as the
permanent chairperson of the Group, and
shall designate, on a rotating basis, a rep-
resentative from a State or local govern-
ment who is a member of the Group to serve
as co-chairperson. The Under Secretary shall
establish term limits for individuals ap-
pointed to the Group pursuant to paragraph
(2). Membership of the Group shall be com-
posed of a cross section of subject matter ex-
perts from Federal, State, local, tribal, and
nongovernmental organization practitioners,
including representatives from the following
entities:

‘“(A) The Office of Public Affairs of the De-
partment.

‘“(B) The Office of the Chief Information
Officer of the Department.

“(C) The Privacy Office of the Department.

‘(D) The Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

“(E) The Office of Disability Integration
and Coordination of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

“(F) The American Red Cross.

‘(G) The Forest Service.

‘“(H) The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

‘(I) The United States Geological Survey.

‘(J) The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

*“(2) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS.—The Under Sec-
retary for Science and Technology shall ap-
point, on a rotating basis, qualified individ-
uals to the Group. The total number of such
additional members shall—

““(A) be equal to or greater than the total
number of regular members under paragraph
(1); and

“(B) include—

‘(i) not fewer than three representatives
from the private sector; and

‘“(ii) representatives from—

““(I) State, local, and tribal entities, in-
cluding from—

‘‘(aa) law enforcement;

‘“(bb) fire services;

‘‘(cec) emergency management; and

‘‘(dd) public health entities;

““(IT) universities and academia; and

‘“(III) non-profit disaster relief organiza-
tions.

‘‘(d) CONSULTATION WITH NON-MEMBERS.—
To the extent practicable, the Group shall
work with existing bodies in the public and
private sectors to carry out subsection (b).

‘‘(e) MEETINGS.—

‘(1) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
section, the Group shall hold its initial
meeting. Such initial meeting may be held
virtually.

‘“(2) SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS.—After the ini-
tial meeting under paragraph (1), the Group
shall meet at least twice each year, or at the
call of the Chairperson. Such subsequent
meetings may be held virtually.

““(f) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.)
shall not apply to the Group.

‘(g) REPORTS.—Not later than March 30 of
each year, the Group shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
that includes the following:

‘(1) A review of current and emerging so-
cial media technologies being used to sup-
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port preparedness and response activities re-
lated to terrorist attacks and other emer-
gencies.

‘“(2) A review of best practices and lessons
learned on the use of social media during the
response to terrorist attacks and other emer-
gencies that occurred during the period cov-
ered by the report at issue.

“(3) Recommendations to improve the De-
partment’s use of social media for emer-
gency management purposes.

‘“(4) Recommendations to improve public
awareness of the type of information dis-
seminated through social media, and how to
access such information, during a terrorist
attack or other emergency.

‘“(5) Recommendations to improve infor-
mation sharing among the Department and
its components.

‘“(6) Recommendations to improve infor-
mation sharing among State and local gov-
ernments.

‘“(7T) A review of available training for Fed-
eral, State, local, and tribal officials on the
use of social media in response to a terrorist
attack or other emergency.

“(8) A summary of coordination efforts
with the private sector to discuss and resolve
legal, operational, technical, privacy, and se-
curity concerns.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 317 the fol-
lowing new item:

‘‘Sec. 318. Social media working group.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Indiana (Mrs. BROOKS) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 623.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 623, the Social Media Working
Group Act of 2015.

Social media is transforming the way
the Nation is communicating before,
during, and after terrorist attacks,
natural disasters, and other emer-
gencies. There are countless examples
from recent events of how citizens are
turning to Facebook, Twitter, and even
Instagram for public safety informa-
tion, to comfort survivors, and to re-
quest assistance.

For example, during the height of the
most recent winter storm Juno in the
Northeast, there were over 20,000 posts
using the hashtag #blizzardof2015.

A quarter of Americans—let me re-
peat that—a quarter of Americans got
information about the devastating ter-
rorist attack at the 2013 Boston Mara-
thon from Facebook and Twitter.

Immediately following that attack
and during the manhunt, the Boston
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Police Department utilized social
media as a way to communicate with
and solicit information from citizens
and visitors.

In fact, the first official announce-
ment that Boston Marathon bomber
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev had been captured
was not through a traditional press
conference, but it was through the Bos-
ton Police Department’s Twitter ac-
count. That post was retweeted more
than 135,000 times.

These examples prove that social
media has become one of the primary
ways we share information.

In the 113th Congress, I served as the
chair of the Committee on Homeland
Security’s Subcommittee on Emer-
gency Preparedness, Response, and
Communications with the gentleman
from New Jersey as my ranking mem-
ber. Our subcommittee held two hear-
ings that focused on this new phe-
nomenon, and we learned that while
the Nation is making great strides in
this area, gaps and challenges remain.

One of the key takeaways from these
hearings was that during and after a
terrorist attack, natural disaster, or
other emergency, there is still a need
for better communication between the
public sector and the private sector,
specifically with how we utilize social
media as a communication tool.

Last year, I introduced this bill,
along with Ranking Member PAYNE,
Chairman MCcCAUL, Representative
PALAZZO, and Representative
SWALWELL, to address this issue; and I
am pleased now to reintroduce the bill
this Congress.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 623 addresses the
issues we heard in our hearings by au-
thorizing and enhancing the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s Virtual
Social Media Working Group to ensure
information sharing between the De-
partment and appropriate stakeholders
and the leveraging of best practices.

Currently, the Virtual Social Media
Working Group, which is made up
mostly of State and local officials, is
doing great work in developing guid-
ance documents on how to utilize so-
cial media during disasters. In fact, it
produced a lessons learned paper on so-
cial media usage during Hurricane
Sandy.

This bill will increase the working
group’s stakeholder participation, par-
ticularly among the private sector and
Federal response agencies, thereby cre-
ating a Whole Community dialogue on
this issue.

The bill will require this group to
submit an annual report to Congress
highlighting best practices, lessons
learned, and any recommendations. Fi-
nally, this bill will require the group to
meet in person or virtually at least
twice a year, and it will not be a finan-
cial burden on the Department.

In today’s day and age, when new so-
cial media platforms and technologies
can change the game almost instantly,
we must ensure our critical first re-
sponders are nimble enough to adapt to
an ever-changing landscape. This group
is one way to help facilitate this.
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The House passed this bill last Con-
gress with strong bipartisan support. I
now want to thank Chairman SHUSTER
and Chairman BARLETTA of the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee for working with the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and me
to get this bill to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to join
me in supporting this bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate and com-
mend Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana and Mr.
PAYNE of New Jersey for sponsoring
the Social Media Working Group Act of
2013 which addresses an emerging and
important topic in emergency manage-
ment.

More and more, we are seeing social
media, especially Twitter, Facebook,
and YouTube, playing a critical role in
the preparedness, response, and recov-
ery operations in emergency situa-
tions.

In the past few years, social media
has become a valuable tool that has
been used by emergency managers at
all levels to warn those in harm’s way
of impending natural disasters. I might
add that the same could occur in ter-
rorist disasters.

Moreover, it has been used to inform
survivors of how to access disaster as-
sistance and tips for speedier recovery.
Equally important, social media has
been used to coordinate and manage as-
sistance from nonprofits and volun-
teers who want to help in recovery ef-
forts.

It is not just emergency managers
who use social media regarding emer-
gencies. Individuals have used social
media to help identify locations where
assistance may still be needed and to
raise awareness of impending hazards.
They have used it to communicate
with loved ones who may be impacted
by an event, as well as to reconnect
pets with their owners.

It was no different here in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Mr. Speaker, after
9/11, and I refer to the earthquake cen-
tered in Mineral, Virginia, but cer-
tainly felt in every part of the Nation’s

Capital.
Because cellphone service was
jammed, residents turned to social

media to communicate. Within min-
utes of that earthquake, Twitter noted
that over 40,000 earthquake-related
tweets were sent about the occurrence.
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Facebook noted 3 million mentions
related to the earthquake.

In 2010, the Department of Homeland
Security established the Virtual Social
Media Working Group to provide rec-
ommendations on how to use social
media before, during, and after emer-
gencies. The existing working group
consists of emergency responders, non-
profit organizations, and Federal agen-
cies.

H.R. 623 would codify the working
group to make certain that their good

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

work continues. To allow for broader
representation, the bill expands the
working group membership to include
the private sectors and requires con-
sultation with nonmembers. To ensure
accountability, the bill requires an an-
nual report to Congress on important
issues such as best practices and les-
sons learned. It would also provide rec-
ommendations on various issues, in-
cluding how to improve the use of so-
cial media for emergency management
purposes.

This is a very timely bill, Mr. Speak-
er. It will assist in informing the public
of critical emergency information
which may well save lives and reduce
injuries. I strongly urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further speakers, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as I was coming to the
floor, I tweeted and Facebooked that I
would be on the floor managing this
bill. We are used to Tweeting and
Facebooking our every movement, usu-
ally for fun—and yes, even to come on
the floor.

I will be very interested to know
whether, after we had the tragic acci-
dent last month in our Metro system
when we lost one life—and we know for
sure communication between the Dis-
trict of Columbia fire, emergency, and
Metro was informed—I will be very in-
terested to know whether Facebook,
Twitter, and other forms of social
media were helpful. I cannot believe
they were not.

We all think of social media for so-
cial fun. What is important about the
bill that my two colleagues, Represent-
ative BROOKS and Representative
PAYNE, have brought to us is, of course,
that it shows a very essential use.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE), a cosponsor of
the bill.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) for
yielding me this time.

Last Congress, the Subcommittee on
Emergency Preparedness, Response,
and Communications held a series of
hearings examining how the Internet
can positively impact disaster response
at all levels.

Over the course of these hearings, in-
dustry stakeholders, who included
Google.org, Palantir, and the Internet
Association, provided testimony about
how the Internet helped galvanize citi-
zens affected by disasters—from the
Boston Marathon bombings to Hurri-
cane Sandy.

We also heard from an energy serv-
ices company headquartered in my dis-
trict, PSE&G, that was recognized by
J.D. Power and Associates for its inno-
vative use of social media in the days
leading up to and following Hurricane
Sandy. PSE&G used social media to
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communicate with its customers about
how to prepare for the storm and to
mitigate damage and about power res-
toration efforts afterward.

Additionally, PSE&G testified about
lessons learned about using social
media during disaster response—rang-
ing from using the right tone in mes-
sages to preparing social media compa-
nies to handle the increased volume of
messages.

In those hearings, we also took testi-
mony from Federal, State, and local
governments about how to use social
media more effectively to provide dis-
aster-related information to be better
integrated into disaster response appli-
cations.

We also heard from FEMA and local
officials on efforts to improve the use
of social media following a terrorist at-
tack or natural disaster.

I was pleased to work with then-Sub-
committee Chairwoman SUSAN BROOKS
on this oversight effort and ultimately
on the bill to ensure that the impor-
tant conversation about how to best
use social media following a disaster
can continue.

Last July, I was pleased to manage
an identical version of this bill on the
House floor on behalf of the Committee
on Homeland Security. That measure,
H.R. 4263, passed the House on suspen-
sion, as I hope will occur with H.R. 623.

This Congress, I am pleased that my
committee was able to work with the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure to ensure that H.R. 623
gets considered early this Congress.
That said, I am disappointed that this
time around, under the rules of the
House, the committee that developed
the legislation, in response to exten-
sive oversight findings, was not given
the opportunity to present it in the full
House on its own.

That said, I congratulate Sub-
committee Chairwoman BROOKS on the
success of her efforts to ensure that
Federal, State, and local governments
continue to work with the private sec-
tor and nonprofit disaster response pro-
viders to develop innovative uses of so-
cial media. I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 623.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to thank the gentlelady
from the District of Columbia and the
gentleman from New Jersey for con-
tinuing this important work that we
began last year.

It was a visit to the American Red
Cross shortly after Hurricane Sandy
where we learned about the important
role that social media had played and
the growing role that it played and the
fact that they have digital volunteers
now who continue to work on behalf of
saving lives.

I just want to thank all of those who
have been supportive of this bill, and I
urge my colleagues to join me in once
again supporting this important legis-
lation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I con-
gratulate the sponsor and cosponsor
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once again on this vital and valuable
bill.

As we see the kinds of, really, un-
heard of events we are experiencing, it
seems to us often that phones and cell
phones are so 20th century. Twitter and
Facebook are the functional equivalent
for many Americans of 911. So today on
this floor, I think we are resolved that
social media are, to be sure, often
about fun and games, but they may
also be about life and death.

I am pleased to support this bill and
ask Members for its support here in the
House.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, in closing, I again thank the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
and the gentleman from New Jersey in
supporting this important legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, | rise in support of H.R. 423, “The So-
cial Media Working Group Act of 2014,” which
would establish within the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) a social media
working group.

The Social Media Working Group would pro-
vide guidance and best practices to the emer-
gency preparedness and response community
on the use of social media technologies be-
fore, during, and after a terrorist attack.

Today, people are relying more on Internet
enabled communications to engage and be
engaged in personal, professional and com-
mercial communications.

Since September 11, 2001, our nation has
committed resources toward the preparation of
our first responders and citizens in preventing,
mitigating and responding to terrorist events.

As these efforts continue, we must keep
pace with the rapid changing nature of the
Internet. Part of this requires that Congress
ensure that the Department of Homeland Se-
curity and especially the Federal Emergency
Management Agency can reach citizens in
new ways so that critical information is re-
ceived in a timely manner.

In 2012, smartphones, most particularly
phones running Apple Computer’s iOS and the
open source Android operating system, ac-
counted for at least 40 percent of the mobile
devices used in the United States.

In the first quarter of 2012, mobile phone
consumers spent over $109 billion, while con-
sumers of landline-telephone service spent
$64.4 billion.

The Federal Communication Commission
reports that this trend is expected accelerate
as United States consumers participate in a
worldwide trend towards mobile communica-
tion devices and away from traditional means
of receiving and sending information.

Electronic tablet computers and e-readers,
the other fully enabled portable Internet de-
vices, smartphones are increasingly a re-
source for people to access information, share
content, and communicate their views.

Social media is quickly emerging as a major
source of information that citizens rely upon to
receive news and engage government.

The number of people using social net-
working sites has nearly doubled since 2008.

In a 2011, a Pew Internet Center Research
Project reported that 79 percent of American
adults said they used the Internet and 59 per-
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cent of all Internet users say they use at least
one of social networking service, such as
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn or Instagram.

The reasons for supporting this bill are obvi-
ous and | ask my colleagues in the House to
vote for its passage.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 623, the Social Media Working
Group Act of 2015, which was introduced by
Congresswoman  BROOKS,  Congressman
PAYNE, and myself.

Social media is becoming an important tool
before, during and after disasters. This be-
comes more and more obvious after every in-
cident and was especially prevalent both after
Hurricane Sandy and the Boston bombings.
Almost two years ago, when two pressure
cooker bombs exploded at the finish line of
the Boston Marathon, local emergency man-
agers and law enforcement turned to social
media to alert the public, solicit assistance,
and offer comfort to the city. Incidents like
these point to the fact that authorities must
embrace the use of social media as a way to
both collect and disseminate information in the
management of a disaster.

Last year, | visited the headquarters of the
American Red Cross with the author of this
legislation, Congresswoman BROOKS. One of
the highlights of our visit was the Red Cross
Digital Disaster Operations Center, where, in
partnership with Dell, the Red Cross built the
first-ever social media operations center for
humanitarian relief. | was impressed to see
how the Red Cross is communicating with dis-
aster survivors through social media and how
social media is changing the way we are able
to prepare for and respond to disasters.

In the last Congress, the Committee on
Homeland Security’s Subcommittee on Emer-
gency Preparedness, Response and Commu-
nications held two hearings on the impact of
social media before, during and after disas-
ters. These hearings informed the writing of
this legislation which authorizes and enhances
the Department’s Virtual Social Media Working
Group to ensure best practices and lessons
learned are shared with appropriate stake-
holders, including the private sector, and en-
sure our first responders understand the ever
changing dynamic of using social media.

This measure passed the House floor with
almost 400 votes in the 113th Congress, dem-
onstrating its importance and bipartisan sup-
port. | urge Members to join me in supporting
this bill today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs.
BROOKS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 623.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.
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Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois) at 6
o’clock and 31 minutes p.m.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 361, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 615, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 623, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

—————

MEDICAL PREPAREDNESS
ALLOWABLE USE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 361) to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to codify authority
under existing grant guidance author-
izing use of Urban Area Security Ini-
tiative and State Homeland Security
Grant Program funding for enhancing
medical preparedness, medical surge
capacity, and mass prophylaxis capa-
bilities, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CAR-
TER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 377, nays 2,
not voting 54, as follows:

[Roll No. 51]

YEAS—377
Abraham Boyle (PA) Cicilline
Adams Brady (PA) Clarke (NY)
Aderholt Brady (TX) Clawson (FL)
Aguilar Brat Clay
Allen Bridenstine Cleaver
Amodei Brooks (AL) Clyburn
Ashford Brooks (IN) Coffman
Babin Brown (FL) Cohen
Barletta Buchanan Cole
Barr Buck Collins (GA)
Bass Bucshon Collins (NY)
Beatty Burgess Comstock
Becerra Bustos Conaway
Benishek Butterfield Connolly
Bera Byrne Conyers
Beyer Calvert Cook
Bilirakis Capps Cooper
Bishop (GA) Carney Costa
Bishop (MI) Carson (IN) Costello (PA)
Bishop (UT) Carter (GA) Courtney
Black Carter (TX) Cramer
Blackburn Cartwright Crawford
Blumenauer Castor (FL) Crenshaw
Bonamici Castro (TX) Crowley
Bost Chabot Culberson
Boustany Chaffetz Cummings
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